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Nobody wonders where, each day, they carry their load of refuse.
Outside the city, surely; but each year the city expands, and the
street cleaners have to fall farther back. The bulk of the outflow
increases and the piles rise higher, become stratified, extend over a
wider perimeter”
– Italo Calvino, Invisible Cities
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Overview

The research starts with an interest in waste management in New York City
which is the most wasteful city in the world. The city spends extra energy and
creates more environmental and social problems by transporting them out of
the city and dumping them in the landfill.
With the original question of how to bring the waste back to the city and
how to get people close to the waste, Phase I investigates the composition,
quantity and mobility of the waste management in New York City and raises
the objective of bringing waste back into the city within the broader emotional
experience of the sublime. Phase II scopes down to organic waste and
explores the potentials of vacant lots inside of Lower East Manhattan. Phase
III proposes a composting park on the East River that cooperates with the
community gardens across the community and engages residents in different
phases of waste management.
The research project is about how to connect urban residents to the magnitude
of collective waste and to the phenomenon, process and power of the biome
to transform organic waste back into soil, into food, and into a new life cycle.
In the future of the Anthropocene and the era of the city, waste facilities
and infrastructure are considered as opportunities to re-imagine the urban
landscape and the relationship between human and nature.
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Site

The site is located within the East River Park and operated by Lower East Side
Ecology Center. The institution has been providing NYC residents with free
food waste drop-off sites and affordable compost products since 1990. Every
day the organic waste is collected, transported and processed on the site. The
fenced area sits between FDR Drive and East River, with the view to Williamsburg
Bridge, Manhattan Bridge and Brooklyn Skyline. Apart from being separated
by the highway from the community, traffic noises and sanitation issues are
noticeable and affect the efficiency and quality of composting operation. Also,
being close to the east river, which is the main industrial watercourse in NYC,
would connect the site to a larger waste network.
The selection of the sites changed several times along the establishment of
the thesis. In the final phase, the research chooses the composting yards in the
urban context as potential type of landscape that worth re-discussion. Among
other kinds of composting yards, the research specifically chooses ones that
are operated by non-profit organizations in NYC as targets. Interestingly, these
sites are pushed close to highways and waterways. So, the site is tested as a
porotype for the possibility of transformed to a new urban territory.

SITE LOCATION AND CONTEXT
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Phase 1 Investigation

DEFINING THE SUBLIME
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Abstract

Introduction

Methods

This phase defines and develops the definition of sublime within the larger
scope of urban waste management. Focusing on the objective of bringing
recyclable waste back into the city, the thesis analyzes the quantity, mobility,
and influence of waste produced by New York City. In response to the system,
sites specific interventions are identified for case studies focusing on the
phenomena and materiality of waste.

The research defines and develops the sublime within the context of waste
management in two independent parts.

Definitions of terms in Waste Management
Literature review about NYC waste management timeline
Literature review about NYC waste stream
Diagram and GIS Mapping analysis
Diagrams of framework
Case Study About Art Intervention On Phenomenon

The first part focuses on the operations and environmental effects of waste
management. The objective is to discover necessary background knowledge
and represent it as a framework for site-specific design interventions. Beginning
with a brief history of waste management in New York City, this phase answers
the following questions:
• What is the composition of landfill waste in New York City?
• How is landfill waste treated differently than recyclable waste?
• How is waste organized, collected, and transported?
• What are the environmental and social impacts of waste?
The second part of this research focuses on the definitions and experiences
of the sublime. By reviewing the definition of the sublime in fields from art,
philosophy, and science, the research answers the following questions:
• What is sublime?
• What will evoke the sublime feeling?
• What is the meaning of the sublime in urban society and environments?
• How can the feeling of the sublime be situated in the context of urban
waste management?
CONCEPT COLLAGE
About the inherent sublime within the waste
as collective products of daily urban life
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PHASE I DEFINING THE SUBLIME
DEFINITION OF CONCEPTS

SOLID WASTE
Solid waste is any discarded or abandoned element, which may be solid, liquid, semi-solid
or containerized gaseous material. In the thesis words as garbage, trash, residue and waste
are used as substitute for the term ’solid waste’. Waste mentioned in the thesis mainly refers
to waste collected by DSNY (NYC Department of Sanitation of) because of the sources of
statistics. DSNY provides service of curbside collection (including trash, recycling material,
organics), special item pick-up and drop-off).
MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE (MSW)
”More commonly known as trash or garbage, consists of everyday items we use and then
throw away, such as product packaging, grass clippings, furniture, clothing, bottles, food
scraps, newspapers, appliances, paint, and batteries. This comes from our homes, schools,
hospitals, and businesses.” (United States Environmental Protection Agency 2014)
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT
Systematic administration of activities which provide for the collection, source separation,
storage, transportation, transfer, processing, treatment, and disposal of solid waste (Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act 2002).
REFUSE
Refuse is defined as the waste stream that gets disposed (ie sent to landfill or waste to energy
incinerators)
LANDFILL
”A landfill is a carefully designed structure built into or on top of the ground, in which
trash is separated from the area around it. Landfills contain garbage and serve to prevent
contamination between the waste and the surrounding environment, especially groundwater.”
(Advanced Disposal 2016)
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WASTE STREAM

Historic Waste Management Timeline

Annual NYC Waste Composition and Stream Diagram

18

WASTE MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT
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WASTE MOBILITY

Solid Waste Transportation and Environmental Impact Mapping
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DSNY Refuse and Recycle Wasteshed

DSNY Facilities Location and Waste Collection District
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The daily waste management uses around 1,200 trucks, 600 long-haul trucks and 20 barges to transport
all the waste. The environmental and social impacts is regional and even global.

Environmental/Social Impact
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Sublime Diagram
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The model contains three time duration of decay
- the rotten bark represents the natural decay,
the steel containers represents the decay of the
industrial civilization, the foil paper represents the
man-control experience of decay

CONCEPT

Vessel as Symbolic Island:
The bring-back of these containers as reminders
and reflections of mass consumption and waste
generation in modern society

Concept Collage

The process of waste treatment is
deconstructed and reconstructed in dynamics of
lighting, sound and natural process

Concept Choreograph
24

Concept Model
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Findings + Conclusions
New York City wastes large quantities of recyclable material by sending its
waste to far-away landfills. As a megacity, New York City generates the most
waste in the world. In its long history of managing this issue, the city is shifting
from direct ocean dumping, local landfill disposal, and in-city incineration, to
massive out-of-state landfills. The city is experiencing a waste crisis because
of its inefficient management strategies, limited space capacities, and strict
environmental policies established by nearby states. Pushed by gradually
increasing costs and technical difficulties, the city has established a goal of zero
waste by 2030, which is still far from being reached. From statistics published
in 2017 about the daily waste stream, 75% of that was recyclable.
The generation of so much waste causes huge social and environmental impacts
on nearby communities, pushes the waste facilities onto the waterfront fringe
of the city, and an elaborate waste ecosystem to organize and transport its
waste around the world. The city’s waste management system encompasses
two city agencies and three modes of transport (trucks, trains, and barges).
These travel between different stations, contributing to heavy traffic and
overwhelming smells and noises almost every day. Landfill trash will travel
hundreds of mile on trains to different surrounding states. Recyclable metal,
glass, and plastic is packed on ships that bring these materials to processing
centers in Asia and Africa.
While the city considers tackling the waste issue through new infrastructures,
individual effort and public awareness should be brought back into the
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Assessment
discussion. While waste is defined as any discarded or unwanted object or
element that has been rejected or damaged, the neglected materiality of
waste and the invisible processes of decomposition are as significant as the
processes of growth in the city.
Sublime in this thesis will be defined as an experience of contrast between
visible and invisible, based on the descriptions in “Seized by Sublime
Sentiments: Between Terra Firma and Terra Incognita” by Elizabeth K
Meyer. Meyer mentions the sublime as a “sense of awe and elation coupled
with a sense of dread and fear. They seemed less about reconciliation than
indeterminacy” (Meyer, 11). The sublime “can be experienced in places quite
small if spatial boundaries challenge temporal constructs and offer up temporal
limitlessness” (Meyer, 28) and “can be found wherever one attempts to walk
the line between beauty and its other” (Meyer, 28).

This phase accumulated background knowledge on the topic of urban waste
management in New York City, which informed a design framework for future
site interventions. The literature review and mapping analyses successfully
visualized the scale and spatial mobility of urban waste and situated the study
of the landscape sublime within the larger social and environmental issue of
waste management. Using the sublime quality inherent in the materiality of
waste and the process of decomposition, the research informed a framework
which suggests interventions focusing on raising public awareness and
prompting reflection on the generation of trash by society. The framework
will be refined by more precedent and technology studies, improving the site
selection and informing material tests in the next phases.

Based on the research above, interventions will be exerted within a series
of shipping containers that are installed as a system throughout the open
space system in New York City. The retrieval of these shipping containers is
symbolic of bringing the transportation of waste back into the city, shifting
the perspective . They will be a space or a series of spaces for people to
occupy and engage. Abstraction, reinterpretation, and reconstruction of the
waste management process will happen by manipulating light and shadow,
projection, and sound in otherwise dark spaces.
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Phase 2 Investigation

MATERIAL, PHENOMENAL, SENSORY EXPLORATIONS
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Abstract

Introduction

Methods

In Phase II the research refined the definition of urban sublime, narrowed
down a specific waste stream, selected a study area, and explored possible
programs for the design conclusions of Phase III. Continuing from the objective
of bringing waste back into New York City raised in Phase I, the research
identified an opportunity of intercepting organic waste from the Department
of Sanitation and treating it within the community. The identification of the
opportunity emerged from overlapping analyses of organic waste management
and the quality of vacant lots in the Lower East District of Manhattan (Waste
District 05 defined by DSNY). Phase II raises a following question of “How to
engage people in the waste management in the city”, the research identifies
the possibility of community participation and interaction between waste and
residents in the process of decomposition. Literature review, spatial analysis,
mapping and material testing are used in this phase.

In Phase I, this thesis raised the objective of bringing waste back into the
city within the broader emotional experience of the sublime. By exploring
the process of decomposition as a threshold between visible and invisible,
ephemeral and eternal, and living and dead, Phase II establishes the scale of
this response by visualizing multiple scales of decomposition, from the regional
and international current waste management systems to the processes and
phenomena of decomposition. The research visualizes these different scales
and analyzes the methods of organic waste collection and treatment in NYC
by photography, diagrams, and mappings.

Literature review about organic waste
management in NYC

In Phase I, the research found the Lower East District to be one of the most
wasteful communities. Phase II explores the potentials of vacant lots inside of
this community by uncovering, mapping, categorizing, and diagramming the
existing land uses, the range of area these lots possess, as well as the context
each lot can influence.

Mapping using GIS from New York city

Based on the previous study of the urban sublime and the objective of this
probe, the research hopes to create a new type of urban landscape combining
the processes and phenomena of natural aerobic decomposition. Case studies,
material tests, and spatial maps and diagrams are used to test the possibilities.

Diagrams about the composting process

Literature review about the process
and facilities of anaerobic digestion and
composting
Mapping using information from composting
organization report

Sectional diagram using information from
New York Times about the management
system about organic waste in NYC

Case study about bio-design material
Modeling to test spatial possibility

VACANT LANDS IN LOWER EAST DISTRICT
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PHASE I MATERIAL, PHENOMENAL, SENSORY EXPLORATIONS
Organic Waste Management

Composting Projects

NYC Building and truck typologies show that
currently there is no organic waste collection
inside the building and organic waste is not
separated from the landfill waste.

Collection, Transportation and Treatment Topology

There is still huge gap in both organic waste
collection and treatment capacity. The existing
organic waste collection including brown bins,
food scrape drop-off sites and normal curbside
pick-up are expanding but still far from enough.
98% of the organic waste end up in landfill.1 2%
of the waste go through composting treatement
and the final outcome of composite will be sold to
gardening stores on the East Coast.

NYC Compost Project in 1993 to build public understanding and support for local
composting initiatives from the ground up is created by DSNY Bureau of Bureau of Waste
Prevention, Reuse, and Recycling (BWPRR). They range from a single tumbler or 3-bin
systems at community gardens to windrows and aerated static piles at some of the mediumscale sites. 1
Lower East Side Ecology Center (LESEC) in Lower East Manhattan, which is the study area in
this research, is one of the longest-running programs since 1990.

1. Rueb, Emily S. “How New York Is Turning Food Waste Into Compost and
Gas.” The New York Times, The New York Times, 2 June 2017,
www.nytimes.com/2017/06/02/nyregion/compost-organic-recycling-newyork-city.html.
1. “Community Composting In New York City.” BioCycle, 14 Nov. 2014,
www.biocycle.net/2013/11/18/community-composting-in-new-york-city/.

Organic Waste Management System
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Food Scraps Drop-Off Sites And Composting Site
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Vacant Land Analysis

The potential influence areas which are defined
by 3 min walking distance cover most of the
land in the distric, crossing a series of residential,
institutional, mixed commercial streets and
blocks. (To Left)

Most of the existing city-owned vacant lots
in Lower East Manhattan District are small to
medium size community gardens. (To Right)

Vacant Land Typology and Context
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Site Observation
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Composting Process

Heat, Water, Gas, Microbes could be potentially
harvested during different phases.

Phases, Phenomenon and Intervention
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Case Study & Material & Space

Mycelium could help facilitate the process
of composting while waste could help the
growth of fungi.

Spatial Test

Use Paper mache with certain mold
to mimic the texture of mycelium
material.
A new type of urban landscape, as an interface
for a new waste treatment system, can become a
potential site to bring back and reveal a previously
hidden reality of urban existence.

Symbiosis Structure
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Material Test

Composting Cycle
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Findings + Conclusions
The proposed shipping containers space with light and sound installations
are not adequate to describe the sublime qualities inherent in the system the
research has uncovered. At a more fundamental level, a modular landscape
scale system, integrating the process of decomposition and interactive
engagement are viable foci through the research in Phase II. With the objective
of bringing waste back into the city, Phase II has scaled down to organic waste
management and renewed the interest in exploring the sublime as defined as
thresholds between visible and invisible, ephemeral and eternal, and living and
dead.
The research has uncovered a huge gap between waste collection and treatment
capacity. The existing organic waste collection including brown bins, food
scrape drop-off sites and normal curbside pick-up are expanding but still far
from enough, especially in high-rise residential area.” 1“Last year, about 23,000
tons of orange peels, apple cores and other organic materials were collected
…… That means about 2 percent of the organic waste collected by the city
was diverted from landfills.” 2 “Finding enough land far enough from neighbors
but close enough to the city is one challenge.” 3 There are community-scale
composting sites in community gardens and vacant lots citywide operated by
the pioneering composters and groups working as partners with DSNY.

Assessment
The Lower East District has been chosen as the study area. This sanitation
district is a community that was identified as producing large amounts of
waste. The community is dominated by residential buildings, mixed residential
/ commercial buildings, and public institutional building, also happens to
be the community in Manhattan that has the most city-owned vacant lots.
By overlapping the first analysis of compostable waste the collection and
treatment throughout the city and the second analysis of the quantity and
influence of vacant lots in the community, the conclusion of Phase II suggests
this is an opportunity for managing waste at an early stage in the waste stream
from the Lower East District.
In the study of composting, the phenomena included the generation of
obvious odor, large amounts of heat, water vapor, and the proliferation of
microorganisms. These factors could be considered as advantageous and are
opportunities for engagement, such as nutrient production and the harvesting
of heat, water, and fungi. The tests of structures using new material combining
mycelium and fibers is still highly possible, but the scale and structure of
the material will be hard to achieve and might limit public engagement in the
landscape.

This research provides a good base of knowledge of the problems and
potentials of organic waste management in New York City, as well as the
processes and phenomena of composting organic waste that are opportunities
to engage and inform future design. The literature review, mapping, and
diagrams were all effective tools. This second phase is supposed to focus more
on experimenting with material, phenomena, or spatial prototypes, but the
research in Phase I had not clarified what part of the waste stream to focus on,
and so this took up part of Phase II and the tests came at late stage. These
decisions regarding which parts are most relevant and practical, what parts are
available, and how to best intervene were the largest obstacle I encountered
in this phase.
The comments from the review implied the research needs to expand from cityscale mappings and data collecting into the scale of individual engagement in
the process of organic waste management. The way this new urban landscape
would work with the existing systems needs more clarification, and the
definition of the urban sublime should be made clearer. For the next phase,
the research should keep doing tests before developing a proposition for a
site.

1. “Community Composting In New York City.” BioCycle, 14 Nov. 2014,
www.biocycle.net/2013/11/18/community-composting-in-new-york-city/.
2. “Community Composting In New York City.” BioCycle, 14 Nov. 2014,
www.biocycle.net/2013/11/18/community-composting-in-new-york-city/.
3. “Community Composting In New York City.” BioCycle, 14 Nov. 2014,
www.biocycle.net/2013/11/18/community-composting-in-new-york-city/.
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Phase 3 Investigation

SUBLIME SITES
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Abstract
Phase III brought together the definition of urban sublime and researchquestion
raised in previous phases for a spatial intervention within the scope of waste
management in NYC. Following the questions of how to bring the waste back
to the city and how to engage people in the waste management in the city,
the research shifts the focus onto composting yards in the city and raised
the question of how to stitch the process of natural decomposition back
into public realm. Strategies and proposition are proposed, focusing on the
PROCESS at two scales within an interactive composting system in the district.
Physical models, sketches, diagrams and collages are used to test the dynamic
phenomena and spatial experience.

Methods

In an effort to resolve the finalized thesis question of How to stitch the
process of natural decomposition back into public realm, Phase III is
structured on three parts: site analysis, strategies and prototypical design
proposal.

Diagrams of the current conditions of the
selected urban composting yards

From the feedbacks from Phase II, the interventions within the vacant
lands need to be adjusted because of its spatial limitation for composting
operations. Another round of site selection finally sets the urban composting
yards in NYC as targeted site type.
The strategies at both community-scale and site-scale are proposed, to
reveal the process of extensive distributions across the city and process of
decomposition over time. The strategies try to answer:
- How process is to be revealed at different scales?
- How to engage communities participate in different phases of waste
management?

SITE OBSERVATION
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Introduction

Site analysis using diagrams, sections and
collages
Diagrams and maps to visualize the
strategies
Site plan and concept diagrams
Perspective collages to test the spatial
experience

Finally, site-scale proposal, as a critical part of whole system, focuses on how
to transform the waterfront composting yard into an unconventional urban
productive landscape. The design tries to answer:
- How to create experience of composting process spatially?
- How to design the site to be a co-habitat for both composting operation
and human recreation?
- What aspects of design could be applicable for other composting yards?
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Phase 3 SUBLIME SITES
Composting Yard

NYC Composting Yards Context and Size
46
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Site Analysis

PUDDLES

NOISE

SMALL CREEKS

Site Analysis
48

Site Condition Collage
49

Strategy

Site Scale Phasing and Operation
50

Make Waste Public
51

Concept

52

53

Diagram
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Phenomenon

This is the Phase IV area where all the composting
piles are in cone shapes. The vapor is much less
than the previous phases and the pile is more
approachable. More microorganism begin to live
inside. People can get close and observe the
dynamics. They could be used as landforms but
are always turned and moved. Messy traces left
after an operation will be mingled with fallen
leaves. Different kinds of decay is happening on
the site.
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Findings + Conclusions
The research calculates that the annual organic waste produced by New York
City could cover the whole central park area up to one meter high. But only
0.03% is collected and composted. Another round of site selection finally sets
the urban composting yards in NYC as targeted type, based on the requirements
of situating within the urban fabric, connecting to the community and being
suitable for composting. The composting yards selected are organized by nonprofit organizations and sponsored by DSNY. These existing composting yards
have several common issues: situating close to highway or watercourse, being
separated from the community and poor on-site sanitation such as undesired
puddles and dirt everywhere. The East River composting yard is chosen as a
typical case to analyze the features.
The strategies are proposed as a whole system at both community scale and
site scale, revealing the process of distribution across the city and process
of decomposition over time. On one hand, the community-scale strategy
incorporates the vacant lands analysis from the phase II. Different sizes of
the vacant lands are used for different purposes, such as collecting waste,
tracking waste and receiving final compost products. The proposed waterfront
composting park, as the most critical part, is a working station in transforming
the organic waste as well as a recreation site for compost harvest, observation,
monitoring, education, etc. On the other hand, the site-scale strategies are
based on the composting process analysis from Phase II.
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Assessment
The composting park uses 45’ by 45’ square as module which could dispose
2153t daily organic waste. According to different time duration of each phase,
the ratio of each area from Phase I from Phase V is roughly 1:2:4:2:1. The
whole proposal tries to maintain a careful balance between production and
recreation, directed education and self-exploration, engagement and sublime.
In an effort for visitors to experience a sequential phenomenon change, five
areas are arranged from east to west phase by phase. An education route
runs through the phases diagonally, connecting both the bike path and
east river promenade. Grids are laid out for the convenience of large-scale
machine operation. As the odor, heat production, vaporization, volume and
quality of the waste are different during each phase, specific infrastructure
is applied while different micro climate zones are created by topography to
build different spatial experience. Engagement events covering observation,
monitoring, turning the piles, harvesting is throughout the site all year round.
Till this point, the research is about how to connect urban residents to the
magnitude of collective waste and to the phenomenon, process and power
of the biome to transform organic waste back into soil, into food, and into a
new life cycle. In the future of the Anthropocene and the era of the city, waste
facilities and infrastructure are considered as opportunities to re-imagine the
urban landscape and our relationship to it.

The investigations and tests in Phase III achieve objectives raised in previous
phases within the scope of waste management in NYC. The new site well
connects all the previous analysis from phase I and phase II. The interventions
at multiple scales answer the original question of how to bring the waste back
to the city from the very beginning.
The schedule is tight. The selection of the site takes longer than expected
and makes design come at a late stage. The research struggles between sitespecific design and proto design for generation site condition of similar sites
for a while. The site-specific seems to be successful.
During the review, one critique hits one original intention which have got lost
is that showing how it really looks on the site instead of clean piles. It will
be a nice touch and perfect the site atmosphere – a working, messy while
controlled landscape. Other feedbacks are also helpful to be considered
such as elaborating upon a clearer and well-thought plant system, tackling
waterfront issues like flooding and sea level rise in the future exploration.
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Overall Assessment
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Final Conclusions
Along with the expansion of the urbanization and overconsumption of
city-dwellers, the steeply-rising waste generation across the world is an
inconvenient truth and urgent to be addressed. A lot of economic, political,
social and cultural forces are involved in this complex issue. While the city
considers tackling the waste issue through new infrastructures, individual
effort and public awareness should be brought back into the discussion. While
waste is defined as any discarded or unwanted object or element that has
been rejected or damaged, the neglected materiality of waste and the invisible
processes of decomposition are as significant as the processes of growth in
the city.
Waste is undesirable. Waste management is dynamic and chaotic. But
engagement is essential. “Sublime can be found wherever one attempts
to walk the line between beauty and its other.” (Meyer, 28) It is hard to
resolve all the problem at the same time. As a landscape architect, however,
it is our obligations and advantages to execute via experience and spatial
interventions through an immerse and sublime experience to engage people
into the conversation. Taking waste management as a process, interventions
at different scales could be carried out. At site scale, the composting yard,
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Final Assessment
one of the neglected urban infrastructure, could be a new urban territory for
landscape architect to explore the possibility. Through the literature research
and site visits to different composting grounds, good healthy composting
piles is approachable in terms of odor requires engaging and is interesting
explore. Dynamic phenomena during different phases of composting process
is mysterious and educational. At the community scale, infrastructure such as
community gardens, drop-off sites, trash-bins and composting park could be
organized into a loop system that resolves the organic waste locally.
With urban waste crisis emerges around the world, the project is a prototype
that connects urban residents to the magnitude of collective waste and to the
phenomenon, process and power of the biome to transform organic waste back
into soil, into food, and into a new life cycle. In the future of the Anthropocene
and the era of the city, waste facilities and infrastructure are considered as
opportunities to re-imagine the urban landscape and the relationship between
human and nature.

Overall, the whole thesis research successfully tackles the question of waste
in New York City that were raised in the first two phases. The final proposition
incorporates review feedback while still focuses on original research and
design interest. The methods used in each phase are effective and helpful to
build the whole narrative.
The thesis starts with an issue rather than a site that the author is always
interested in. It is easy to dive into and start with but takes extra efforts to find
a three-dimensional space to resolve the issue in a later stage. The author spent
two phases in research about the issue, trying to scope down to find a proper
niche to tackle this complex issue from bottom up. The site selection is a backand-forth process that the study area has been changed several times. With
an intention that the site will be a prototype, looking at one type of landscape
and shifting between different scales is useful building the argument.
During the thesis process, the ability to refine the probing question, draw
conclusions and prioritize issues in a design logics has been developed.
Design path was altered along the exploration and establishment. The author
made several hard decisions in framing the final site selection and design
proposal. “Process”, “decomposition” and “phenomenon” were always the
key words but the actual intervention remained unclear until the final phase.
The literature review and mapping analyses in Phase I successfully visualized
the scale and spatial mobility of urban waste and situated the study of the
landscape sublime within the larger social and environmental issue of waste
management. Originally the author imagined the interventions would be
installations around the city that reminds people of the materiality and process

of waste decomposition. During Phase II the author was more leaned to a
high-tech and utopia proposition. Until the comments from the Phase II review
implied the research needs to expand from city-scale mappings and data
collecting into the scale of individual engagement in the process of organic
waste management, which resonated with something deep inside the author.
Phase III well addresses that missing part.
The conversations from the final review is meaningful. Comment about
temporary versus permanent nature of this design intervention was an
interesting one. How much permanent infrastructure does this design proposal
really require? Does it use a light touch, just a flat parcel where materials are
moved in a kind of agricultural rotation, or is it a more high-tech, mechanic
landscape which celebrates a highly engineered composting infrastructure?
Also other comments about plant system and waterfront issues are insightful
too.
The final proposition is not perfect but sets up a good starting point for the
issues that the author cares about in the world. The tests in this thesis about
new urban territory to address waste issues worth more investigation in the
future.
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